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To receive information about an upcoming CFT with:
 CFSS: please email: dawnr@cfssinc.com 

Polara Health: please email: whensthecft@polarahealth.com
 Spectrum: please email: susans@spectrumhg.org

Please give the clinics 48 hours to reply to your email

Coordinators'
Corner

CHILD AND FAMILY TEAM
MEETINGS

FTC art project created by a
father for his daughter.
Read more about Family

Treament Court on Page 11!

CASAs Dorie and Rita spreading the
CASA word at the Pinwheel Party

with Brie

CASA Laura P.  at the Road Criterium
bike race in Clarkdale

New CASA

Sharleen H.

being sworn in

by Judge Young

New CASAs Meg

and Debbie taking

the CASA Oath
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K u d o s  t o  A n n  M i c h a e l  f o r  s e e i n g  h e r  c a s e  t h r o u g h  t o  h e r  c h i l d ’ s  1 8  b i r t h d a y .t h

K u d o s  t o  G r e g  B y r u m  f o r  w a l k i n g  a l o n g  h i s  t e e n  a s  h e  i s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  h i s
a c t i o n s .

K u d o s  t o  C a r o l  H i n r i c h s  f o r  t a k i n g  a  n e w  b a b y  c a s e .

K u d o s  t o  D o n ,  G r e g ,  a n d  B r a n d e e  P a t t o n  ( D C S )  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a  n e w  c a s a  p a n e l .

K u d o s  t o  P a t t i  S a r g e n t  f o r  t a k i n g  a  n e w  c a s e ,  s i b l i n g s  i n  t h e  V e r d e .

K u d o s  t o  L a u r a  A s h b r o o k  f o r  t a k i n g  a  n e w  c a s e  i n  B u c k e y e .

K u d o s  t o  K e n ,  J i l l ,  R a y ,  a n d  R o n  f o r  g o i n g  w i t h  t h e  f l o w  o f  c o o r d i n a t o r  c h a n g e s !

K u d o s  t o  B e v  M e d l y n  a n d  N a n c y  Ta y l o r  f o r  t a k i n g  a  c a s e  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  4  c h i l d r e n .

K u d o s  t o  S h a r l e e n  H .  f o r  c o m p l e t i n g  a c a d e m y ,  c o u r t  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  a n d  b e i n g  s w o r n  i n !

K u d o s  t o  L a u r a  P.  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  C A S A  O u t r e a c h  E v e n t  i n  C l a r k d a l e .

K u d o s  t o  E l i z a b e t h  S .  f o r  t a k i n g  o n  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  c a s e  t h a t  i s  c o m p l e x  a n d  c h a l l e n g i n g !

K u d o s  t o  R o s e  V. N . ,  a n d  M i c h a e l  E .  f o r  t a c k l i n g  t h e i r  f i r s t  c o u r t  r e p o r t  o n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e
c a s e s !

K u d o s  t o  D a w n  B .  f o r  b e i n g  p r o a c t i v e  a n d  s e e k i n g  o u t  a w e s o m e  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  h e r  C A S A  k i d d o s
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n !  

K u d o s  t o  M i r a n d a  F. ,  D i a n e  J . ,  J e n i  O . ,  L a u r a  P. ,  R o s e  V. N . ,  a n d  M i c h a e l  E .  f o r  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e i r
1 2  h o u r s  o f  r e q u i r e d  t r a i n i n g !

K u d o s  t o  R i t a  D .  f o r  s e e i n g  h e r  f i r s t  c a s e  t h r o u g h  t o  r e u n i f i c a t i o n  a n d  b e i n g  s u c h  a  b i g  s u p p o r t
t o  t h e i r  C A S A  k i d d o !

K u d o s  t o  M e g  R .  a n d  D e b b i e  T.  f o r  c o m p l e t i n g  A c a d e m y  a n d  c o u r t  o b s e r v a t i o n !

K u d o s  t o  D o r i e  S . ,  R i t a  D . ,  a n d  A m y  E .  f o r  v o l u n t e e r i n g  a t  t h e  P i n w h e e l  P a r t y .  

K u d o s  t o  T r i c i a  C .  f o r  s t e p p i n g  i n  o n  a  c a s e  t o  s u p p o r t  a  C A S A  w h o  n e e d e d  t o  t a k e  t i m e  t o  f o c u s
o n  h e a l t h  p r i o r i t i e s .  

K u d o s  t o  S u e  F.  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  w o r k  h a r d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  w h o l e  f a m i l y  o n  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  c a s e !

K u d o s  t o  R e n e e  O .  f o r  w o r k i n g  s o  h a r d  t o  g e t  h e r  C A S A  c h i l d ’ s  d e n t a l  n e e d s  m e t !

CASA  Kudos



This year, one of the goals of the Court Team for Infants and Toddlers (Best for Babies) in Yavapai County was
to expand Dependency 101 training for foster and kinship placements to include shared parenting. On the
evening of April 10, 2025, the Dependency 101 Class held at the Juvenile Justice Center in Prescott highlighted a
shared parenting panel that consisted of two foster placement couples, one kinship placement couple, and two
biological mothers who were all amazing! 

During the class, the panel shared their personal successes and challenges they have had regarding shared
parenting. Dependency 101 Class participants also had the opportunity to ask questions about shared
parenting to the panel. Participants were so inspired by the vulnerability, transparency, and willingness from
the panel to share their personal stories that a few tears may have been shed. This especially held true when
hearing from the two biological mothers who shared how the support from their respective foster placements
who cared for their children during the dependency process made such a positive impact on their lives. Not
only did the respective foster placements show compassion for them as mothers but also encouraged and
included them every step of the way to be part of their children’s lives with the hope of reunification (which
occurred). This openness led to a mutual respect and trust between the biological mothers and respective
foster placements which transpired into long lasting friendship that continue to this day😊

At the Dependency 101 Class, foster and kinship participants were provided a shared parenting binder that
included DCS Practice Guidelines: Maintaining Parent-Child Relationships through Shared Parenting handout,
MOhelp.org card attached to the handout with a QR code on the back for the DCS Go-To Guide for Foster and
Kinship Caregivers. A DCS Shared Parenting-Shared Love Journal was also included.

To the panel, you are all truly amazing human beings, and we thank you for sharing your personal journeys
regarding shared parenting and the amazing work you do as foster and kinship placements and parents!

A huge thank you goes out to DCS for their continued support and willingness to provide childcare for our
foster and kinship placements who attend the Dependency 101 Classes!

To everyone who has attended and assisted with a Dependency 101 Class, thank you! Without your support and
promotion of the classes they would not be as successful as they continue to be! Please continue to share
these wonderful and informative Dependency 101 classes with those that work with foster and kinship
placements😊

DEPENDENCY
101

SHARED PARENTING PANEL



AskT H E  C O O R D I N A T O R

T h i s  i s  yo u r  f r i e n d l y  re m i n d e r  t h a t  CASA s  n e e d  1 2  h o u r s  o f
o n g o i n g  t r a i n i n g  a n n u a l l y .   Yo u  c a n  c h e c k  yo u r  D a s h b o a r d  o r
c o nta ct  yo u r  Co o r d i n a to r  i f  yo u  a re  n ot  s u re  h ow  m a ny  h o u r s  yo u
c u r re nt l y  h a ve .   

A s  yo u  re a d  t h ro u g h  t h e  n ews l et te r  yo u  w i l l  s e e  s o m e  u p c o m i n g
t r a i n i n g s  t h a t  m i g ht  i nte re s t  yo u .   T h e  L e a r n i n g  M a n a g e m e nt
Sys te m ,  T r a Co r p   a l s o  h a s  m a ny  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  re c o r d e d ,  o n l i n e
t r a i n i n g s .   J u s t  t y p e  a  key  wo r d  l i ke  CASA  o r  D e p e n d e n cy  i n  t h e
s e a rc h  b a r  to  f i n d  a  re l eva nt  t r a i n i n g .   O f  c o u r s e ,  we  a l s o  h a ve
b o o ks  a va i l a b l e  to  re a d  f o r  t r a i n i n g  h o u r s  a n d  eve n  t h e
n ews l et te r  c o u nt s  a s  3 0  m i n u te s  o f  t r a i n i n g !   At te n d i n g  CASA
Co n n e ct i n g  m e et i n g s  ( i n - p e r s o n  o r  v i r t u a l )  a l s o  c o u nt s  a s  t r a i n i n g
h o u r s .   A s k  yo u r  Co o r d i n a to r  f o r  re c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o n  a  P o d  Ca s t ,
i f  t h a t  i s  s o m et h i n g  yo u  e nj oy !  

O n  A p r i l  1 7 t h ,  2 4  CASA  vo l u nte e r s  a n d  s ta f f  we re  a b l e  to  a t te n d
t h e  S . A . F . E .  ( S a f et y  A s s e s s m e nt  Fa m i l y  E va l u a t i o n )  M o d e l  t r a i n i n g
p u t  o n  by  T h e  D e p a r t m e nt  o f  C h i l d  S a f et y .   P re s e nt  D a n g e r
A s s e s s m e nt s ,  P re s e nt  D a n g e r  P l a n n i n g ,  Fa m i l y  F u n ct i o n i n g
A s s e s s m e nt s  a n d  S a f et y  D ete r m i n a t i o n s  we re  j u s t  s o m e  o f  t h e
i te m s  c ove re d .   T h e re  wa s  a l s o  a  ve r y  i nf o r m a t i ve  d i a l o g  b et we e n
CASA s  a n d  t h e  p re s e nte r s .   I f  yo u  we re  u n a b l e  to  a t te n d  b u t  wa nt
m o re  i nf o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  vi s i t  t h i s  l i n k  D CS  P o l i cy  t o  t h e  D C S
P o l i c y  M a n u a l  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

O r  t h e  Q R  C o d e  h e r e  w i l l  a l s o  t a k e  y o u  d i r e c t l y
t o  t h e  D C S  P o l i c y  M a n u a l .

Training
Requirements,

Suggestions and
SAFE AZ recap!

https://azsc.server.tracorp.com/novusiii/application/login/
https://extranet.azdcs.gov/DCSPolicy/Content/Home.htm


I have some exciting Family Treatment Court news! We have added a new life skills training program to our group agenda.
This is a 6-month pilot program, and it includes topics such as: time management and organizational skills; search for
stable housing; money management; cooking, nutrition, and grocery shopping; health, fitness, and stress management;
and communication skills with resume building and interview practice. When surveyed, our group prioritized these topics as
the areas they felt would bring them the most success. It is our hope that this program enhancement will prove to be a
substantial benefit to the Family Treatment Court participants as they work through the process of reunifying their
families. 

If you were unable to attend one of our presentations, here is a brief summary of the Family Treatment Court
program mission. Family Treatment Court is a voluntary court program designed to provide structure and support for
parents who are working to remain clean and sober from drugs and alcohol. For approximately nine months to a year,
participants in Family Treatment Court are provided with treatment services and their progress is reviewed by the court in
regularly set hearings. Our team of professionals, including CASAs, offer outstanding support and feedback for each
parent in our program. The goal of Family Treatment Court is to guide parents into a substance free lifestyle and ultimately
reunify their families. 

As an added benefit, participants in Family Treatment Court attend our required parent support group prior to every
Family Treatment Court hearing. It is specific to the needs of this program and provides recovery guidance combined with
useful parenting education, some fun art therapy projects, and the new life skills modules. This group allows for
encouragement and collaboration between parents in a confidential setting. It is an opportunity to learn alongside peers
who are in the same situation, but at various stages in their recovery and dependency cases. They offer words of
encouragement to each other. They watch each other’s struggles and successes and find inspiration along the way. 

Participation in Family Treatment Court demonstrates a parent’s commitment to sobriety, and fulfilling all program
obligations is a well-earned achievement. A graduate from Family Treatment Court is recognized by the court, the team,
and fellow participants. The majority of Family Treatment Court graduates find success in their dependency cases. In fact,
over the past 4 years we have had a 96% success rate!

CASAs may attend team staffing with the Family Treatment Court judge to learn about a parent’s status in the program
and may be given the opportunity to provide important insight that assists in making decisions on behalf of the parent.  It is
also an opportunity to be there in support of parents in the hearing, and to celebrate phase promotions and graduations! 

If you missed one of our presentations and would like to learn more about this program, I may be reached at
knewman@courts.az.gov or by phone at (928) 771-3398. I will be happy to answer questions and set up a time for
you to observe our program in action!

TRANSFORMATION

FEEDBACK
LIFE SKILLS STRUCTURE

ACCOUNTABILITY

GUIDANCE SUCCESS

F
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C
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SUPPORT COLLABORATION PARENT EDUCATION

New Life Skills Program

Kristi Newman, Program Coordinator

mailto:knewman@courts.az.gov






 Please join us Friday, May 2nd
10 am to 12 pm

3298 N Bob Drive, Prescott Valley

  
The monthly Yavapai Best for Babies meeting brings together child welfare

professionals and community members to discuss what we can do to ensure best
outcomes for infants and toddlers in foster or kinship care.

 

 

Who Should Attend? Child Welfare Professionals * Foster Parents 
and Kinship Families * Foster Parent Licensing and Training Personnel * CASAs *
DCS/DDD Supervisors and Caseworkers * Parent Aides * Visit Coaches * Court

Personnel * Attorneys * Guardians ad litem * Behavioral Health Professionals * Early
Care / Education Providers * Providers of Services to Families ﻿* Anyone who works with

or cares for young children

 
Ideas for future topics?  ﻿Email meghan@pcaaz.org 

Prevent Child Abuse Arizona | 928.445.5038 | pcaaz.org

A range of spending cuts and other proposals that are reportedly being considering would increase
hardship for individuals and families in every part of our nation by taking away health coverage,

food assistance, and other supports to people who struggle to afford the basics. 

Please join us for a community conversation to discuss how economic changes are affecting Yavapai
families and agencies, and brainstorm ideas to alleviate the impact and keep families connected to

crucial resources.

Topic: Possible Effects of Economic Changes on
Families - A Community Conversation 

mailto:meghan@pcaaz.org
http://pcaaz.org/


When:            May 12th, 2025 9-10am
Where:           Juvenile Justice Center, Hearing Room

Provided by: Yavapai County Attorney’s Office, 
                Victim Service Division - training for CASAs 

               

RSVP to Jessica Hines
jhines@courts.az.gov

or (928) 771-3165

Understanding Trauma

Its Impact and How to Help

Presented by David Pope

Author and retired substance abuse counselor, David Pope, will lead this
presentation covering a range of topics related to trauma:

·Defining trauma and differentiating between types of traumatic
experiences.

·Understanding the trauma response and its interconnectedness with
addiction, generational abuse, depression, and anxiety.

·Exploring the physical, emotional, and spiritual impacts of trauma.
·Providing guidance on how to support individuals dealing with trauma.

·Reviewing common myths about trauma.
·Offering strategies for developing healthy responses.

n how we can work together to combat its effects.

Saturday May 17  , 2025th

10 am - 11 am
HUSD District Office

6901 E. Panther Path, Room 106, Prescott Valley

Registration is free.   Contact info@matforceaz.org
or call 928-708-0100.

What is Stress and How to

Manage it in a Healthy Way

Presented by Tom Benson

Thursday June 26, 2025 11 am to 12 pm
(virtual)

Scientists and medical researchers have established beyond
doubt that persistent stress can poison our overall health.
This presentation provides evidence-based strategies to
manage both day-to-day and chronic stress.

“The perceived level of psychological stress has risen
dramatically across the globe due a combination of events.
The consequences of this broadscale increase in stress are
only beginning to be appreciated, but evidence suggests that
we are facing a second pandemic of mood and anxiety
disorders.” - Huda Akil; Eric J. Nestler

Registration is free, but required to attend.
Register Here

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/crfo8jhbR-q5tEB4Oop76Q#/registration




Attend CASAs
Connecting Peer support
group to help you be

successful on your case.
Because the work of a
CASA is confidential, it
is important to have a
safe place to talk about
your case. ALL CASAs
are highly encouraged

to attend a CASA
support group. This

support group provides
lively and informative

discussions. The
attendees include a mix

of veteran and new
CASAs and CASA staff.
These discussions can
help you understand

system issues,
procedures, identify

needs and solve
unanswered questions. 

5/14/25
9am - 11am

5/29/25 
 9 am - 11 am

in person
at the JJC

The link for
this meeting
will be sent

out via email
the Tuesday
before the
meeting.

CASAs
Connecting

Tele-CASA
(on-line)
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IN THE CASA OFFICE

June 23 at
 9:30 am

JJC
From the mid-century

metropolis of Chicago to
the windswept ancestral

lands of the Dakota
people to the bleak and
brutal Indian boarding

schools, A Council of
Dolls is the story of three

women, told in part
through the stories of the

dolls they carried.



CELEBRATION!
Does your CASA kiddo have a birthday coming up?
Get a great report card or improve in a class they

were struggling with?  Successfully complete potty
training?  Any other event or milestone?

Stop by the CASA office to pick up a Celebration
Gift Card!  Thank you YCFKF!

The Wrapped in Love (WiL) Diaper Bank provides diapers and
supplies to struggling families across Yavapai County.
Diapers are given to families through their affiliation with a
service agency in the community. WiL promotes health and
wellness by providing Yavapai County participants with
diapers, wipes and referrals to local services. The
overarching goal of WiL is to alleviate the cost of diapering
and strengthen access to resources for struggling families in
Yavapai County. The staff and volunteers at WiL coordinate
with community agencies and family programs to ensure
that needy families have access to the resources available to
assist them in raising healthy children.
Yavapai County CASA Volunteers can request diapers for
their foster or kinship families who are struggling to buy
diapers.
If you would like to order diapers for your CASA baby’s
family, please contact your coordinator.



Week 1: June 2 - 6
Week 2: June 9 - 13 

Week 3: June 16 - 20 
Week 4: June 23 - 27 

Week 5: July 7 - 11 
Week 6: July 14 - 18 
Week 7: July 21 - 25 

Register Here!

Apply for a Yavapai
CASA for Kids

Foundation Grant
Here!

https://form.jotform.com/250755771887170
https://www.yavapaicasaforkids.org/grants-for-kids-form/
https://www.yavapaicasaforkids.org/grants-for-kids-form/
https://www.yavapaicasaforkids.org/grants-for-kids-form/
https://www.yavapaicasaforkids.org/grants-for-kids-form/




Chino Valley Summer Day Camps are here!
Join us this year for FULL day camps featuring art, outdoor play, meet and
greets with animals and garden time featuring food and flowers! Your
creative nature lover will not want to miss this camp!!! Hurry over to
register! 
Limited Space available!
Registration here:     Blue Plume

or call (253) 905-2842

Grants available to offer
 classes to foster children

Blue Plume Studio

More dates in July
available also

https://blue-plume-gallery-copy.square.site/
https://blue-plume-gallery-copy.square.site/
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Gripstone Climbing and Fitness - Prescott, AZ

Apply for a YavapaiCASA for KidsFoundation GrantHere!

https://www.yavapaicasaforkids.org/grants-for-kids-form/
https://www.yavapaicasaforkids.org/grants-for-kids-form/
https://www.yavapaicasaforkids.org/grants-for-kids-form/
https://www.yavapaicasaforkids.org/grants-for-kids-form/


https://azsc.server.tracorp.com/novusiii/application/login/?redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fazsc.server.tracorp.com%2Fnovusiii%2Fcontent%2Fregister%2Fclassroom%2F710


Please contact Jen Bahr for information on how
to attend the Cottonwood Rec Center at

jbahr@courts.az.gov



CASA 
of Yavapai County 

Children taken
into DCS custody

Number  of CASAs

Total number of
children in DCS

Care

New Cases filed

14
83

114

10

242
Kids who still
need a CASA

April   in  Yavapai County 

Children with
a CASA

128

acebook

like us!
follow us!

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070352297859
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070352297859


Kristi Newman (928) 771-3398
Family Treatment Court Coordinator 
email: knewman@courts.az.gov

Contact Information
www.casaofyavapaicounty.org

Prescott Office
(928) 771-3165

Amber Martin, Dependency Court Manager
email: amartin@courts.az.gov

Kathy McCormick, Mediator
email: kmccormi@courts.az.gov

Evelyn Hurtado, Admin Assistant I
email: ehurtado@courts.az.gov

Camp Verde Office
(928) 554-8900

Jen Bahr, Dependency Program Manager II
email: jbahr@courts.az.gov

Laura Gray, Admin Assistant I
email: lagray@courts.az.gov

Jessica Hines, Program Coordinator II
email: jhines@courts.az.gov

Robin Fernandez Ames, Support Staff
email: rfernanzesames@courts.az.govBrie Gallegos, Program Coordinator II

email:  bgallegos@courts.az.gov



www.YavapaiCASAforKids.org
P.O. Box 28070

 Prescott Valley, AZ  86312
(928)445-0800

Board Members:

Lisa Watts, President 
Vacant, Vice President

Greg Byrum, Secretary 
Luke Lewis, Treasurer

Cheryl Micholofki
Barbara Fox-Thomas

Eileen Bond, Emeritus Member
Jayne Schwantes

Yvonne Bartlett, Executive Director
Mona Stephens, Development

Sara Tillman, Grants for Kids Program

Questions about YC4KF?
email:

info@yavapaicasaforkids.org


