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We appreciate our Security Guards at the JJC!
They keep us safe!!

The security team has suggested a couple of
things to us to make their job a little easier and
help us get through the security line quickly:  

Please only bring what is necessary into
the courthouse.

1.

Please do not bring glass.2.
Remember that if you have metal in your
shoes or belt, they will have to be removed
prior to proceeding through the scanner.

3.

Michael and Rose
taking the CASA Oath!  

The New CASA Calendars are in!  Stop by the
office and pick up yours before we run out! 

The CASA office now
has Harkins Theatre

tickets!  Call the
office for more info.

Coordinators'
Corner

To receive information about an upcoming CFT with:
 CFSS: please email: dawnr@cfssinc.com 

Polara Health: please email: whensthecft@polarahealth.com
 Spectrum: please email: susans@spectrumhg.org

Please give the clinics 48 hours to reply to your email

CHILD AND FAMILY TEAM
MEETINGS

Remember the CASA office has passes to both the Heritage Park Zoolgical Sanctuary
and the Out of Africa Wildlife Park.  Call the office and reserve the pass today!
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KudosCASA
 to Lynn M. for ensuring her CASA kiddos educational needs are being met.

 to Laura P., Jeni O., and Pat S., for their continued efforts to ensure their CASA youths’ behavioral health
needs are being met. 

 to Candace R. and Ken F. for their dedication and commitment to their case which resulted in reunification
and dismissal.

 to Patricia B. and Greg B. for participating in the Dependency 101 Class mock hearing!

 to Tricia C. for continuing to be a solid, stable support within a case that has seen every other team
member change multiple times! 

 to Sue F. for being willing to work with a sibling set of four for her very first case.

 to Jody M. for expertly handling two court reports due at the same time, for two different cases. 

 to Lilly M. for showing determination through writing a challenging court report! 

Kudos to Ann M. for working hard to find her teens vital documents before she ages out
.

Kudos to Emily H. for taking a second case of a teen girl in Buckeye!

Kudos to Carol H. for staying the course with her teen that wasn’t interested in CASA.  Small wins!

Kudos to Jan L. for working hard to keep her CASA children connected through some really rough times.

Kudos to Janet M. for seeing her case through to reunification!

Kudos to Scott N for taking a new case and always recruiting new CASAs!
 



Ask
T H E  C O O R D I N A T O R

HEY THERE CASA VOLUNTEER!

G u e s s  w h a t ?   T h e r e ’ s  s o m e t h i n g
e v e r o n e ’ s  b u z z i n g  a b o u t  -  CASA

Connec t i ng !

 “I look forward to CASA Connecting

every month. The training that is

provided every other month is helpful

and interesting. I have learned a lot

from other CASA’s when they share

situations and interactions they have

had as a CASA.”

Janice M. 

2 year CASA

E V E R Y  C A S A  C O N N E C T I N G  I S  A  L I T T L E
D I F F E R E N T  –  S O M E  B R I N G  F R E S H  T R A I N I N G

O P P O R T U N I T I E S ,  A N D  A L L  O F  T H E M  G I V E
C A S A S  A  C H A N C E  T O  D E B R I E F  A N D  C O N N E C T

W I T H  O T H E R S  W H O  A R E  O N  T H E  S A M E
J O U R N E Y .  

 “CASA Connecting is the best
vehicle to hear how other

CASA’s handle their cases. Great
ideas are presented to
everyone’s benefit.” 

Scott N.
1 year CASA

“[It] gives insight and
wisdom from experienced

CASA’s and provides
training opportunities

about a variety of topics.
Time well spent!” 

Randy K.
3 year CASA

S O ,  I F  Y O U ’ R E  N E W  T O  T H E  C A S A
C R E W  A N D  F E E L I N G  A  L I T T L E

O V E R W H E L M E D  B Y  A L L  T H E  I N F O
F L Y I N G  A T  Y O U ,  D O N ’ T  W O R R Y !  

“CASA Connecting is a great opportunity for
fellow CASAs to come together and share

experiences, issues, success, challenges, etc. It
is especially useful for new CASAs to become

more comfortable with their new role.”
Greg B.

2 year CASA



S t i l l  o n  t h e  f e n c e ?  W e l l ,  l e t  m e  h i t  y o u  w i t h  s o m e  g o o d  n e w s :  t h e r e  a r e
t w o  o p t i o n s  t o  j o i n  C A S A  C o n n e c t i n g !  I f  y o u ' r e  s o m e o n e  w h o  e n j o y s  t h e

c o m f o r t  o f  y o u r  o w n  s p a c e  a n d  a  v i r t u a l  s e t t i n g ,  T e l e - C A S A  ( o n  t h e  l a s t
T h u r s d a y  o f  e a c h  m o n t h )  i s  y o u r  p e r f e c t  m a t c h .  B u t  i f  y o u ’ r e  c r a v i n g

s o m e  f a c e - t o - f a c e  t i m e  a n d  w a n t  t o  s h a k e  o f f  t h e  Z o o m  f a t i g u e ,  y o u  c a n
j o i n  u s  i n  p e r s o n  a t  t h e  J u v e n i l e  J u s t i c e  C e n t e r  o n  t h e  s e c o n d

W e d n e s d a y  o f  t h e  m o n t h !  A n d  f o r  o u r  V e r d e  f o l k s ,  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  w e ’ v e
f o r g o t t e n  y o u !  T h e r e ’ s  a n  i n - p e r s o n  C A S A  C o n n e c t i n g  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e

C o t t o n w o o d  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  t h e  s e c o n d  T h u r s d a y  o f  e a c h  m o n t h !

I f  y o u ’ r e  s t i l l  n o t  s o l d ,  l e t  m e  l e a v e  y o u  w i t h  a  f e w  m o r e  g l o w i n g
t h o u g h t s  f r o m  y o u r  f e l l o w  C A S A s :

“I like CASA Connecting

because it gives me the

opportunity to see/meet other

CASAs and gives me ideas of

how to deal with issues I might

be having with [the kids I work

with].”

Carol H.

2 year CASA

“CASA Connecting has been a
lifesaver for me to connect with

other volunteers and I have acquired
so much valuable information. It’s

also a way to learn about upcoming
trainings and events.”

Janice M. 

2 year CASA
 “CASA Connecting is a
great way to connect
with other CASAs. I

attend regularly and I
always learn something
or get something from

it.”

Nancy T.

4 year CASA

N O W  T H A T  Y O U ’ R E  I N  T H E  K N O W ,  T H E R E ’ S  N O  R E A S O N  N O T  T O
J O I N  U S  A T  C A S A  C O N N E C T I N G !  W E  C A N ’ T  W A I T  T O  S E E  Y O U

F E B R U A R Y  1 2 T H !



THE PARTICIPANT’S PERSPECTIVE 
 By Kristi Newman, Family Treatment Court Coordinator

Do you want to know what a Family Treatment Court participant really thinks about
the program? I always enjoy learning about the thoughts and feelings of our
participants and this one is quite interesting. She came from a very dark and
hopeless point in her life and turned everything around. She had some fears about
the program, and even though she was quite overwhelmed with her case, she
embraced what we had to offer. She became an important role model for others.
Check out what she has to say. 

 
How bad was it before? Describe what life was like just before you joined Family
Treatment Court. 

Hectic. Emotional. No work, doing my all for DCS and continually feeling like I was
falling short. Sober, but feeling so defeated. I was still trying to find a home to reunite
my family after mine burned down.  I was jobless and feeling quite hopeless. I saw no
end to the hoops and requirements. My marriage was happy but not full of love, with

all the extra stress. I dreaded starting FTC due to my distance, location of my visits
for DCS, money to travel, and all the requirements.   

 
How good is it now? Describe life now and how Family Treatment Court helped you
get there. 

Life is wonderful. It still has its hiccups as any life does, but now I can work through it.
I’ve learned (and continue learning) emotional sobriety. FTC has been a blessing-
helpful lessons, people to just listen to my crazy month, understand and not judge.
It’s been a time for me to get out and meet others who are on similar paths. It helped
me power through my DCS case and prove it’s not impossible, even from starting at
rock bottom, when DCS had no hope for my family. FTC has shown me I’m not who I
used to be, and judges and probation officers can truly care about one’s well-being.
They just want us to do well. 
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What is the atmosphere like in Family Treatment Court? Have you found
encouragement and support among other participants? 
 
Encouraging, friendly, non-judgmental, caring, happy to see us. 
Everyone is always so willing to be there for each other, lend a helping hand.
[They offer] encouraging words [and] sober friendships.  It’s enjoyable to step
back from busy life, get take-home crafts to do with the kids, do crafts [as a
group], and enjoy the conversation.  
 
Judge Repp is always a delight to see as well. She’s so nice and caring and always
manages to say something to give us a good laugh! 
 
 
What would you like to tell observers and future participants about the program?
 
It's intimidating at first. Overwhelming. But it gets easier. There’s always
someone next to you that will understand. Your story may be different, but DCS
and fighting against sobriety got us all here. Use your resources. Don’t be afraid
to ask for help.  
 
This program and people are truly here to help. They care. There is light and free
time at the end of the tunnel! 
 
I am thankful for this program and the people involved-  Janie, Kristi, CASAs,
probation, and Judge Repp. In the beginning it was a lot, but it has kept me
accountable and moving down a path of being a better mama and human.  





Last year, one of the goals of the
Court Team for Infants and
Toddlers (Best for Babies) in
Yavapai County was to develop a
program to help foster and kinship
placements understand and learn
more about the court process and
their role as a foster or kinship
placement. In May 2024, the 1st
Dependency 101 Class for foster
and kinship placements was held
at the Juvenile Justice Center in
Prescott and the response was
fantastic! Foster and kinship
placements enjoyed the class and
expressed an interest in having
more Dependency 101 Classes
occur throughout the year. With
that said, one of the goals of the
Court Team for Infants and
Toddlers this year, is to expand
Dependency 101 Training for
foster and kinship placements. On
the evening of January 16, 2025,
the 2nd Dependency 101 Class for
foster and kinship placements was
held at the Juvenile Justice
Center in Prescott. 

During the class, foster and
kinship placements observed a
mock dependency hearing that
captured how the court proceeds
through a dependency hearing as
well as learning more about the
roles of each person attending a
dependency hearing. Our
presenters included: Judge Young
(Presiding Juvenile Court Judge),
Jonathan Conant (Assistant
Attorney General), Jackie Fritzsch
(DCS Case Manager), David Knox
(Attorney for the Child), Lynn
Harris, (Attorney for Mother), Brie 

Gallegos (Mother), Chris Mathers,
(Attorney for Father), Greg B.
(Father), Leah Webb, (Behavioral
Health), Megan and James (Foster
Placement), and Patricia B.
(CASA). Each mock hearing
participant was exceptional within
their respective role!

After the mock hearing concluded,
Dependency 101 Class
participants had the opportunity
to ask questions about the
dependency process and
discussed the type of updates the
court would like to receive from
placements during court hearings
in regard to how the child(ren) are
doing with foster or kinship
placement. 
Each foster and kinship placement
was provided a dependency
flowchart specific to Yavapai
County, Understanding the Roles
in a Dependency Court Hearing, a
Guide to Child and Family Team
Meetings, along with two
MOhelp.org cards, one for the
DCS Go-To Guide for Foster and
Kinship Caregivers and one for the
CASA Dependency Resource
Guide.

For the second portion of
the class, Leah Webb,
Children’s Clinical Services
Manager, and Beni Garcia,
Counselor, with Polara
Health, did an excellent job
providing a detailed
overview of a Child and
Family Team Meeting (CFT)
and the importance of
kinship and foster
placements involvement in
CFTs.
As we continue to expand
on Dependency 101 Training
for foster and kinship
placements, and look to the
Spring of 2025, we are
excited to announce Shared
Parenting as our next
Dependency 101 Class! Stay
tuned for further details. 

Thank you to DCS (Danita
and Jolee😊 ) for providing
childcare for our foster and
kinship placements who
attended the class and to
each person who was part
of this wonderful and
informative evening!

DEPENDENCY  101DEPENDENCY  101

Article by Jen Bahr















for more information and to register
Some scholarships are available or apply for a YC4KF grant online!

https://highlandscenter.org/youth-programs/


2 Awesome Ways to Connect!

Please consider attending CASAs Connecting Peer support group to help
you be successful on your case. Because the work of a CASA is
confidential, it is important to have a safe place to talk about your case.
ALL CASAs are highly encouraged to attend a CASA support group. This
support group provides lively and informative discussions. The
attendees include a mix of veteran and new CASAs and CASA staff.
These discussions can help you understand system issues,  procedures,
identify needs and solve unanswered questions. 

CASAs Connecting Tele-CASA (on-line)
2/12/25        9 am - 11 am 2/20/25  9 am - 11 am

Please see flyer on following page
for information on training being

offered at this meeting!

in person
The link for this meeting will be
sent out via email the Tuesday

before the meeting.



This traiing will be offered at both the
Prescott and Verde CASAs Connecting

meetings!

Prescott:  February 12  9am at the JJC Verde:  February 13, 9:15am at CW Library
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Your paragraph text

Please contact Jen Bahr for information on how
to attend the Cottonwood Rec Center at

jbahr@courts.az.gov



IN THE CASA OFFICE

 Pick up yours now! 

OR YOU CAN PICK UP AN AMAZON GIFT
CARD TO COVER THE COST OF A

PAPERBACK COPY, DIGITAL COPY, OR
AUDIBLE COPY OF THE BOOK 

February 19February 19February 19

9:30 am9:30 am9:30 ambook clubbook clubbook club
"The Boy Who Was Raised as a Dog" is a
book by child psychiatrist Bruce Perry.
The book describes a series of child
abuse and neglect cases to illustrate
how trauma impacts the developing
brain and explain how he and his
colleagues established an effective
therapy model for traumatized
children. One of the cases described in
the book is that of Justin, a six-year old
boy who had spent five years, from
age one to age six, in a kennel.”

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c9774ca33cddf622ccde1e3a61f0ab1ccf73dcbac3fe09e551c1fb53d23f4f2eJmltdHM9MTczNDkxMjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e41360a-7d9b-6ecc-1ef5-23547c456f34&psq=the+boy+that+was+raised+as+a+dog&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2hvcnRmb3JtLmNvbS9ibG9nL3RoZS1ib3ktd2hvLXdhcy1yYWlzZWQtYXMtYS1kb2cv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c9774ca33cddf622ccde1e3a61f0ab1ccf73dcbac3fe09e551c1fb53d23f4f2eJmltdHM9MTczNDkxMjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e41360a-7d9b-6ecc-1ef5-23547c456f34&psq=the+boy+that+was+raised+as+a+dog&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2hvcnRmb3JtLmNvbS9ibG9nL3RoZS1ib3ktd2hvLXdhcy1yYWlzZWQtYXMtYS1kb2cv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c9774ca33cddf622ccde1e3a61f0ab1ccf73dcbac3fe09e551c1fb53d23f4f2eJmltdHM9MTczNDkxMjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e41360a-7d9b-6ecc-1ef5-23547c456f34&psq=the+boy+that+was+raised+as+a+dog&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2hvcnRmb3JtLmNvbS9ibG9nL3RoZS1ib3ktd2hvLXdhcy1yYWlzZWQtYXMtYS1kb2cv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c9774ca33cddf622ccde1e3a61f0ab1ccf73dcbac3fe09e551c1fb53d23f4f2eJmltdHM9MTczNDkxMjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e41360a-7d9b-6ecc-1ef5-23547c456f34&psq=the+boy+that+was+raised+as+a+dog&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2hvcnRmb3JtLmNvbS9ibG9nL3RoZS1ib3ktd2hvLXdhcy1yYWlzZWQtYXMtYS1kb2cv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c9774ca33cddf622ccde1e3a61f0ab1ccf73dcbac3fe09e551c1fb53d23f4f2eJmltdHM9MTczNDkxMjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e41360a-7d9b-6ecc-1ef5-23547c456f34&psq=the+boy+that+was+raised+as+a+dog&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2hvcnRmb3JtLmNvbS9ibG9nL3RoZS1ib3ktd2hvLXdhcy1yYWlzZWQtYXMtYS1kb2cv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c9774ca33cddf622ccde1e3a61f0ab1ccf73dcbac3fe09e551c1fb53d23f4f2eJmltdHM9MTczNDkxMjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e41360a-7d9b-6ecc-1ef5-23547c456f34&psq=the+boy+that+was+raised+as+a+dog&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2hvcnRmb3JtLmNvbS9ibG9nL3RoZS1ib3ktd2hvLXdhcy1yYWlzZWQtYXMtYS1kb2cv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c9774ca33cddf622ccde1e3a61f0ab1ccf73dcbac3fe09e551c1fb53d23f4f2eJmltdHM9MTczNDkxMjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e41360a-7d9b-6ecc-1ef5-23547c456f34&psq=the+boy+that+was+raised+as+a+dog&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2hvcnRmb3JtLmNvbS9ibG9nL3RoZS1ib3ktd2hvLXdhcy1yYWlzZWQtYXMtYS1kb2cv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c9774ca33cddf622ccde1e3a61f0ab1ccf73dcbac3fe09e551c1fb53d23f4f2eJmltdHM9MTczNDkxMjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e41360a-7d9b-6ecc-1ef5-23547c456f34&psq=the+boy+that+was+raised+as+a+dog&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2hvcnRmb3JtLmNvbS9ibG9nL3RoZS1ib3ktd2hvLXdhcy1yYWlzZWQtYXMtYS1kb2cv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c9774ca33cddf622ccde1e3a61f0ab1ccf73dcbac3fe09e551c1fb53d23f4f2eJmltdHM9MTczNDkxMjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e41360a-7d9b-6ecc-1ef5-23547c456f34&psq=the+boy+that+was+raised+as+a+dog&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2hvcnRmb3JtLmNvbS9ibG9nL3RoZS1ib3ktd2hvLXdhcy1yYWlzZWQtYXMtYS1kb2cv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=bb7242c1bd84213c939ca307ac3a17d789d5b44ef839c17fb17394179a0eef68JmltdHM9MTczNDkxMjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e41360a-7d9b-6ecc-1ef5-23547c456f34&psq=the+boy+that+was+raised+as+a+dog&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGF0cmljaWFtY2Nvbm5lbGwuY29tL3RoZW90aGVyZW5kb2Z0aGVsZWFzaC90aGUtYm95LXdoby13YXMtcmFpc2VkLWFzLWEtZG9n&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=bb7242c1bd84213c939ca307ac3a17d789d5b44ef839c17fb17394179a0eef68JmltdHM9MTczNDkxMjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e41360a-7d9b-6ecc-1ef5-23547c456f34&psq=the+boy+that+was+raised+as+a+dog&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGF0cmljaWFtY2Nvbm5lbGwuY29tL3RoZW90aGVyZW5kb2Z0aGVsZWFzaC90aGUtYm95LXdoby13YXMtcmFpc2VkLWFzLWEtZG9n&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=bb7242c1bd84213c939ca307ac3a17d789d5b44ef839c17fb17394179a0eef68JmltdHM9MTczNDkxMjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e41360a-7d9b-6ecc-1ef5-23547c456f34&psq=the+boy+that+was+raised+as+a+dog&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGF0cmljaWFtY2Nvbm5lbGwuY29tL3RoZW90aGVyZW5kb2Z0aGVsZWFzaC90aGUtYm95LXdoby13YXMtcmFpc2VkLWFzLWEtZG9n&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=bb7242c1bd84213c939ca307ac3a17d789d5b44ef839c17fb17394179a0eef68JmltdHM9MTczNDkxMjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e41360a-7d9b-6ecc-1ef5-23547c456f34&psq=the+boy+that+was+raised+as+a+dog&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGF0cmljaWFtY2Nvbm5lbGwuY29tL3RoZW90aGVyZW5kb2Z0aGVsZWFzaC90aGUtYm95LXdoby13YXMtcmFpc2VkLWFzLWEtZG9n&ntb=1
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The Wrapped in Love (WiL) Diaper Bank provides diapers and supplies to struggling families
across Yavapai County. Diapers are given to families through their affiliation with a service
agency in the community. WiL promotes health and wellness by providing Yavapai County
participants with diapers, wipes and referrals to local services. The overarching goal of WiL
is to alleviate the cost of diapering and strengthen access to resources for struggling
families in Yavapai County. The staff and volunteers at WiL coordinate with community
agencies and family programs to ensure that needy families have access to the resources
available to assist them in raising healthy children.
Yavapai County CASA Volunteers can request diapers for their foster or kinship families
who are struggling to buy diapers.
If you would like to order diapers for your CASA baby’s family, please contact your
coordinator.
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Children taken
into DCS custody

Number  of CASAs

Total number of
children in DCS Care

New Cases filed

8

83
106

6

242

Kids who
still

need a
CASA

January  in Yavapai County 

Children with a CASA

136

CASA 
of Yavapai County 

acebook

like us!

follow us!

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070352297859
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070352297859


Kristi Newman (928) 771-3398
Family Treatment Court Coordinator 
email: knewman@courts.az.gov

Contact Information
www.casaofyavapaicounty.org

Prescott Office
(928) 771-3165

Amber Martin, Dependency Court Manager
email: amartin@courts.az.gov

Kathy McCormick, Mediator
email: kmccormi@courts.az.gov

Evelyn Hurtado, Admin Assistant I
email: ehurtado@courts.az.gov

Camp Verde Office
(928) 554-8900

Jen Bahr, Dependency Program Manager II
email: jbahr@courts.az.gov

Laura Gray, Admin Assistant I
email: lagray@courts.az.gov

Jessica Hines, Program Coordinator II
email: jhines@courts.az.gov

Robin Fernandez Ames, Support Staff
email: rfernanzesames@courts.az.gov

Julie Daly, Program Coordinator II
email:  jdaly@courts.az.gov

Brie Gallegos, Program Coordinator II
email:  bgallegos@courts.az.gov



www.YavapaiCASAforKids.org
P.O. Box 28070

 Prescott Valley, AZ  86312
(928)445-0800

Board Members:

Lisa Watts, President 
Gretchen Dumas, Vice President

Vacant, Secretary 
Luke Lewis, Treasurer

Cheryl Micholofki
Greg Byrum

Barbara Fox-Thomas
Eileen Bond, Emeritus Member

Jayne Schwantes

Yvonne Bartlett, Executive Director
Mona Stephens, Development
Jayne Zoboski, Grants for Kids

Program

Questions about YC4KF?
email:

info@yavapaicasaforkids.org


