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Judge Young has asked that CASAs who attend their court hearings via
Teams need to make sure to list their names and not their phone numbers.
It is difficult to determine who is on Teams when there are several parties
involved in the case.  Please call the office with any questions.

To receive information about an upcoming CFT with:
 CFSS: please email: dawnr@cfssinc.com 

Polara Health: please email: whensthecft@polarahealth.com
 Spectrum: please email: susans@spectrumhg.org

Please give the clinics 48 hours to reply to your email

Coordinators'
Corner

CHILD AND FAMILY TEAM
MEETINGS

DCS Investigators showing off their CASA swag 
after the CASA office provided 

Social Worker Appreciation gift bags to DCS.
Thanks for all you do! 

And thank you to the YC4K Foundation for making it possible!!

Thank you to CASAs Ehren Falk, Scott Nave, Earl Moss, and Misty Moss for
helping out with our table at the Just Serve Volunteer Expo!

Congratulations to Kathy, Melinda and Vikki who completed CASA
Academy and are pictured here being sworn in by Judge Young!

Here is Miranda being sworn in by Judge
Young at the Camp Verde Courthouse
after completing her CASA training!
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Would you like to attend this year’s CAP
Conference?  The CASA office has 2 scholarships
available that include EVERYTHING: registration

fee, hotel, per diem, and mileage.  Contact Amber at
amartin@courts.az.gov if you are interested.



CASA
Kudos

K u d o s  t o  L a u r a  A .  f o r  s e e i n g  h e r  c a s e  t h r o u g h  t o  a d o p t i o n .

K u d o s  t o  R o n  S .  f o r  s e e i n g  h i s  c a s e  t h r o u g h  t o  r e u n i f i c a t i o n .

K u d o s  t o  E h r e n ,  S c o t t ,  M i s t y  a n d  E a r l  f o r  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  J u s t  S e r v e  V o l u n t e e r  E x p o  w i t h
J e s s i c a .   W e  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u  a l l  w o r k i n g  t o  r e c r u i t  m o r e  C A S A s !

K u d o s  t o  S h e l l y  M .  f o r  t a k i n g  a n o t h e r  c a s e ,  a l s o  p l a c e d  i n  F l a g s t a f f .   

K u d o s  t o  P a t r i c i a  B .  f o r  t a k i n g  o n  a n o t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e d  c a s e ,  y o u  a l w a y s  a n s w e r  t h e  c a l l !

K u d o s  t o  J a n e t  M .  f o r  t a k i n g  a  n e w  c a s e ,  t h i s  t i m e  i n  t h e  V e r d e .

K u d o s  t o  M i r a n d a  F .  f o r  t a k i n g  h e r  f i r s t  c a s e ,  a  t o d d l e r  i n  C o c o n i n o  C o u n t y .

K u d o s  t o  T h e r e s a  B .  f o r  h e r  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  h e r  a d v o c a c y  w o r k  w h i c h
r e s u l t e d  i n  r e u n i f i c a t i o n  a n d  d i s m i s s a l  o f  t h e  c a s e😊

K u d o s  t o  G e n a  B .  f o r  s e e i n g  h e r  c a s e  t h r o u g h  t o  a d o p t i o n😊

K u d o s  t o  J e n i  O . ,  a n d  D i a n e  J .  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  C a r e  &  P a r e n t i n g  E x p o
i n  C a m p  V e r d e .

M a s s i v e  k u d o s  t o  S u e  F .  w h o  c o m p l e t e d  h e r  f i r s t  c o u r t  r e p o r t  l i k e  a  c h a m p i o n !

K u d o s  t o  M e l i n d a  M . ,  K a t h r y n  M .  a n d  V i k k i  C .  f o r  c o m p l e t i n g  A c a d e m y ,  C o u r t
O b s e r v a t i o n ,  a n d  b e i n g  s w o r n  i n !

K u d o s  t o  D o n  O .  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  g o  a b o v e  a n d  b e y o n d  i n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  h i s  C A S A  y o u t h !

 



Ask
T H E  C O O R D I N A T O R

During a CASA Connecting Meeting last month, I asked my group of CASAs (which consisted mostly of
CASAs who have 5+ years of CASA experience), to think back when they first started as a new CASA, and
what kind of information they would have liked to have more accessibility to when starting out on their
first case? The CASAs all agreed that having a list of brief  detailed explanations for services that may be
court ordered for the child(ren) and parent(s) at the Preliminary Protective Hearing would have been
helpful.
 
Some of the CASAs who have years of experience have expressed their continued challenges understanding
court ordered services even after reviewing the Preliminary Protective Order and the list of court ordered
services explanation. (CASAs, if  you are not familiar with the list of court ordered services, please reach
out to your coordinator). At times, some CASAs still find it challenging to keep all of the services straight
in regard to what agency provides the service and what each service offers to the child(ren) and or parent(s).
As coordinators, we know how challenging this can be for CASAs, especially when you are preparing your
court report. For example, a CASA may be unsure of the differences between the Nurturing Parenting
Program and Family Connections Program and if  one or both of the parents are participating and which
program they are participating in. 

However, CASAs you are in luck! Not only do you have the Preliminary Protective Order and list of court
ordered services to reference as discussed above, but you also have multiple options available to you in order
to gain a better understanding of these court ordered services that you are interested in obtaining more
information on. We know how much our CASAs love reading the CASA newsletter😊 Within the CASA
newsletter, CASAs can find information about attending monthly CASA Connecting Meetings in Prescott
and/or the Verde throughout the year, which also may include guest speakers from agencies pertaining to a
court ordered service or services that you as a CASA may have found wanting more information on as well
as many other wonderful services you may discover along the way for families. In addition, the Prescott and
Verde CASA offices provide CASAs the opportunity to participate in numerous online trainings as well as
in-person trainings throughout the year that may discuss a particular court ordered service or services that
a CASA is interested in learning more about. CASAs, if  you find that there is not a training available for a
service you would like more information on, please reach out to your coordinator to discuss as we want to
make sure you have as much information available to you throughout your amazing time as a CASA
volunteer!  

Court
Ordered
Services



On Thursday, March 20 , the CASA office hosted a meet and greet luncheon for all the stake
holders in the Yavapai Dependency Court. In attendance were the Department of Child Safety case

workers and managers, Court Appointed Special Advocates, the Cross Over Youth Juvenile
Probation Officer, Cross Over Youth Juvenile Probation Supervisor, and the Assistant Attorney

General. This was a chance for everyone involved with the dependency process to air grievances,
ask questions, and appreciate each other. 

th

Questions were submitted ahead of time and read aloud to the group so that anyone could
volunteer to answer and explain the reason behind their answer. The crowd was polite and

genuinely interested in the discussion. The result was an appreciation and understanding of each
other’s processes and challenges that come with working with families in dependency court. 

 
If you missed this one, look for another Meet and Greet coming soon!

CELEBRATION!

MeetMeet
& Greet& Greet

DCSDCS
& CASA& CASA

W
I

T
H

Does your CASA kiddo have a birthday coming up?
Get a great report card or improve in a class they

were struggling with?  Successfully complete potty
training?  Any other event or milestone?

Stop by the CASA office to pick up a Celebration
Gift Card!  Thank you YCFKF!



Champions for Children Award Nominations 
Do you know someone in Yavapai County who goes above and beyond
for foster youth? Someone who is a dedicated advocate, mentor, or
supporter—making a real difference in the lives of children in care?
Yavapai CASA for Kids Foundation is proud to present the Champions
for Children Award at our Champions for Children: A Triple Crown Affair
gala on June 7th, 2025. This award honors individuals who have made an
extraordinary impact on the lives of local foster youth through their
dedication, compassion, and unwavering support. 💙  Nominate a
Champion Today! 💙 Submit your nomination by April 25th using the form
below. Let’s recognize and celebrate those who make a difference! 

TO NOMINATE!

The Annual YCFKF Gala will be
held on

 June 7th, 2025.  Look for more
details to come!

https://forms.gle/DmtUkCzjPZJi6t4V8


 Please join us Friday, April 4th
10 am to 12 pm

3298 N Bob Drive, Prescott Valley

  
The monthly Yavapai Best for Babies meeting brings together child welfare

professionals and community members to discuss what we can do to ensure best
outcomes for infants and toddlers in foster or kinship care.

 

 

Who Should Attend? Child Welfare Professionals * Foster Parents 
and Kinship Families * Foster Parent Licensing and Training Personnel * CASAs *
DCS/DDD Supervisors and Caseworkers * Parent Aides * Visit Coaches * Court

Personnel * Attorneys * Guardians ad litem * Behavioral Health Professionals * Early
Care / Education Providers * Providers of Services to Families ﻿* Anyone who works with

or cares for young children

 
Ideas for future topics?  ﻿Email meghan@pcaaz.org 

Prevent Child Abuse Arizona | 928.445.5038 | pcaaz.org

Topic:  Brainstorming Goals to Improve Safe
Babies Strategies & Services in Yavapai County

mailto:meghan@pcaaz.org
http://pcaaz.org/










Please consider attending CASAs Connecting
Peer support group to help you be successful on
your case. Because the work of a CASA is
confidential, it is important to have a safe place to
talk about your case. ALL CASAs are highly
encouraged to attend a CASA support group. This
support group provides lively and informative
discussions. The attendees include a mix of
veteran and new CASAs and CASA staff. These
discussions can help you understand system
issues,  procedures, identify needs and solve
unanswered questions. 

4/9/25
9am - 11am

4/24/25 
 9 am - 11 am

in person
at the JJC

The link for this
meeting will be sent

out via email the
Tuesday before the

meeting.

CASAs
Connecting

Tele-CASA
(on-line)

“[It] gives insight and wisdom from

experienced CASA’s and provides

training opportunities about a variety

of topics. Time well s
pent!” 

Randy K. - 3
 year CASA



17

ALL CASAS
ARE HIGHLY

ENCOURAGED
TO ATTEND
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IN THE CASA OFFICE
OR YOU CAN PICK UP AN AMAZON GIFT CARD FROM THE CASA OFFICE

TO COVER THE COST OF A PAPERBACK COPY, DIGITAL COPY, OR
AUDIBLE COPY OF THE BOOK 

April 23 at 9:30 am
JJC

“Regina Calcaterra’s emotionally powerful memoir

reveals how she endured a series of foster homes and

intermittent homelessness in the shadow of the

Hamptons, and how she rose above her past while

fighting to keep her brother and three sisters together.”



When:            May 12th, 2025 9-10am
Where:           Juvenile Justice Center, Hearing Room

Provided by: Yavapai County Attorney’s Office, 
                Victim Service Division - training for CASAs 

               

RSVP to Jessica Hines
jhines@courts.az.gov

or (928) 771-3165

The Wrapped in Love (WiL) Diaper Bank provides diapers and
supplies to struggling families across Yavapai County.
Diapers are given to families through their affiliation with a
service agency in the community. WiL promotes health and
wellness by providing Yavapai County participants with
diapers, wipes and referrals to local services. The
overarching goal of WiL is to alleviate the cost of diapering
and strengthen access to resources for struggling families in
Yavapai County. The staff and volunteers at WiL coordinate
with community agencies and family programs to ensure
that needy families have access to the resources available to
assist them in raising healthy children.
Yavapai County CASA Volunteers can request diapers for
their foster or kinship families who are struggling to buy
diapers.
If you would like to order diapers for your CASA baby’s
family, please contact your coordinator.





https://azsc.server.tracorp.com/novusiii/application/login/?redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fazsc.server.tracorp.com%2Fnovusiii%2Fcontent%2Fregister%2Fclassroom%2F710


Please contact Jen Bahr for information on how
to attend the Cottonwood Rec Center at

jbahr@courts.az.gov
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CASA 
of Yavapai County 

Children taken
into DCS custody

Number  of CASAs

Total number of
children in DCS Care

New Cases filed

14

84
117

9

244

Kids who still
need a CASA

March   in  Yavapai County 

Children with a CASA

127

acebook

like us!
follow us!

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070352297859
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070352297859


Kristi Newman (928) 771-3398
Family Treatment Court Coordinator 
email: knewman@courts.az.gov

Contact Information
www.casaofyavapaicounty.org

Prescott Office
(928) 771-3165

Amber Martin, Dependency Court Manager
email: amartin@courts.az.gov

Kathy McCormick, Mediator
email: kmccormi@courts.az.gov

Evelyn Hurtado, Admin Assistant I
email: ehurtado@courts.az.gov

Camp Verde Office
(928) 554-8900

Jen Bahr, Dependency Program Manager II
email: jbahr@courts.az.gov

Laura Gray, Admin Assistant I
email: lagray@courts.az.gov

Jessica Hines, Program Coordinator II
email: jhines@courts.az.gov

Robin Fernandez Ames, Support Staff
email: rfernanzesames@courts.az.gov

Julie Daly, Program Coordinator II
email:  jdaly@courts.az.gov

Brie Gallegos, Program Coordinator II
email:  bgallegos@courts.az.gov



www.YavapaiCASAforKids.org
P.O. Box 28070

 Prescott Valley, AZ  86312
(928)445-0800

Board Members:

Lisa Watts, President 
Vacant, Vice President

Greg Byrum, Secretary 
Luke Lewis, Treasurer

Cheryl Micholofki
Barbara Fox-Thomas

Eileen Bond, Emeritus Member
Jayne Schwantes

Yvonne Bartlett, Executive Director
Mona Stephens, Development

Sara Tillman, Grants for Kids Program

Questions about YC4KF?
email:

info@yavapaicasaforkids.org


