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DCS Meet and Greet 9 WHEREAS, the health, safety, and well-being of Arizona’s children are fundamental to the prosperity of our

communities and the future of our state; and
YCFKF News 10 WHEREAS, each year, thousands of Arizona children enter the child welfare system due to reports of abuse or

neglect, and these children often experience uncertainty, instability, and a lack of consistent support during a

Best for Babies |I challenging time in their young lives; and
WHEREAS, a Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) is a trained volunteer who is appointed by a judge to
The B.1.G. Event 12 advocate for the best interests of a child in foster care, ensuring their voice is heard and their needs are met in
court proceedings, placement decisions, and other critical areas; and
Nature N in os I3 WHEREAS, CASA volunteers provide an invaluable service by building trusted relationships with their

appointed youth, advocating for timely permanency and stability, promoting more positive outcomes, and
helping children pursue their dreams and lead self-determined lives; and

WHEREAS, in Arizona, CASA volunteers work diligently in partnership with Judges attorneys, social workers,
and community partners to ensure these children have the support, resources, and opportunities to thrive,

Dependency 101 14

Human Trafficking 15 now and in the future; and
. WHEREAS, the work of CASA volunteers has a profound and lasting impact on the lives of vulnerable children,

CASAs Connectin g 16 providing them with a consistent, compassionate presence and helping to restore a more hopeful future; and
WHEREAS, CASA Volunteer Week provides an opportunity to recognize and honor the dedication of CASA

Safe AZ Training 17 volunteers and raise awareness about the urgent need for more individuals to step forward and make a
difference in the lives of children in foster care.

WaI k and RO" 18 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Katie Hobbs, Governor of the State of Arizona, do hereby proclaim April 5 - 11, 2025, as
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Coordinators'
Corner

Judge Young has asked that CASAs who attend their court hearings via
Teams need to make sure to list their names and not their phone numbers.

» 1t is difficult to determine who is on Teams when there are several parties
involved in the case. Please call the office with any questions.

Hereis Mil'd.l:ld_d being sworn in by Judge
Young at the Camp Verde Courthouse
THANK YOV TO CASAS EHREN FALK, SCOTT NAVE, EARL MOSS, ANP MISTY MOSS FOR after completing her CASA training!

HELPING OVT WITH OVR TABLE AT The W!T SERVE VOLUNTEER EXPO!

DCS Investigators showing off their CASA swag
after the CASA office provided
Social Worker Appreciation gift bags to DCS.
Thanks for all you do!
And thank you to the YC4K Foundation for making it possible!!

CHILD AND FAMILY TEAM
MEETINGS

To receive information about an upcoming CFT with:
CFSS: please email: dawnr@cfssinc.com
Polara Health: please email: whensthecft@polarahealth.com
Spectrum: please email: susans@spectrumhg.org
Please give the clinics 48 hours to reply to your email

4
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C YIS &
D O's

Kudos to Laura A. for seeing her case through to adoption.

Kudos to Ron S. for seeing his case through to reunification.

Kudos to Ehren, Scott, Misty and Earl for attending the Just Serve Volunteer Expo with
Jessica. We appreciate you all working to recruit more CASAs!

Kudos to Shelly M. for taking another case, also placed in Flagstaff.

Kudos to Patricia B. for taking on another complicated case, you always answer the call!
Kudos to Janet M. for taking a new case, this time in the Verde.

Kudos to Miranda F. for taking her flirst case, a toddler in Coconino County.

Kudos to Theresa B. for her dedication and commitment to her advocacy work which
resulted in reunification and dismissal of the case®

Kudos to Gena B. for seeing her case through to adoption®

Kudos to Jeni O., and Diane J. for participating in the Community Care & Parenting Expo
in Camp Verde.

Massive kudos to Sue F. who completed her first court report like a champion!

Kudos to Melinda M., Kathryn M. and Vikki C. for completing Academy, Court
Observation, and being sworn in!

Kudos to Don O. for continuing to go above and beyond in working with his CASA youth!



Court
Ordered

Services

During a CASA Connecting Meeting last month, I asked my group of CASAs (which consisted mostly of
CASAs who have 5+ years of CASA experience), to think back when they first started as a new CASA, and
what kind of information they would have liked to have more accessibility to when starting out on their
first case? The CASAs all agreed that having a list of brief detailed explanations for services that may be
court ordered for the child(ren) and parent(s) at the Preliminary Protective Hearing would have been
helpful.

Some of the CASAs who have years of experience have expressed their continued challenges understanding
court ordered services even after reviewing the Preliminary Protective Order and the list of court ordered
services explanation. (CASAs, if you are not familiar with the list of court ordered services, please reach
out to your coordinator). At times, some CASAs still find it challenging to keep all of the services straight
in regard to what agency provides the service and what each service offers to the child(ren) and or parent(s).
As coordinators, we know how challenging this can be for CASAs, especially when you are preparing your
court report. For example, a CASA may be unsure of the differences between the Nurturing Parenting
Program and Family Connections Program and if one or both of the parents are participating and which
program they are participating in.

However, CASAs you are in luck! Not only do you have the Preliminary Protective Order and list of court
ordered services to reference as discussed above, but you also have multiple options available to you in order
to gain a better understanding of these court ordered services that you are interested in obtaining more
information on. We know how much our CASAs love reading the CASA newsletter® Within the CASA
newsletter, CASAs can find information about attending monthly CASA Connecting Meetings in Prescott
and/or the Verde throughout the year, which also may include guest speakers from agencies pertaining to a
court ordered service or services that you as a CASA may have found wanting more information on as well
as many other wonderful services you may discover along the way for families. In addition, the Prescott and
Verde CASA offices provide CASAs the opportunity to participate in numerous online trainings as well as
in-person trainings throughout the year that may discuss a particular court ordered service or services that
a CASA is interested in learning more about. CASAs, if you find that there is not a training available for a
service you would like more information on, please reach out to your coordinator to discuss as we want to
make sure you have as much information available to you throughout your amazing time as a CASA
volunteer!
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On Thursday, March 20, the CASA office hosted a meet and greet luncheon for all the stake
holders in the Yavapai Dependency Court. In attendance were the Department of Child Safety case
workers and managers, Court Appointed Special Advocates, the Cross Over Youth Juvenile
Probation Officer, Cross Over Youth Juvenile Probation Supervisor, and the Assistant Attorney
General. This was a chance for everyone involved with the dependency process to air grievances,
ask questions, and appreciate cach other.

Questions were submitted ahead of time and read aloud to the group so that anyone could
volunteer to answer and explain the reason behind their answer. The crowd was polite and
genuinely interested in the discussion. The result was an appreciation and understanding of each
other’s processes and challenges that come with working with families in dependency court.

I vou missed this one, look for another Meet and Greet coming soon!

Does your CASA kiddo have a birthday coming up?
Get a great report card or improve in a class they
were struggling with? Successfully complete potty
training? Any other event or milestone?

Stop by the CASA office to pick up a Celebration
Gift Card! Thank you YCFKF!




YCEFRF
NEWS

Champions for Children Award Nominations

Do you know someone in Yavapai County who goes above and beyond
for foster youth? Someone who is a dedicated advocate, mentor, or
supporter-making a real difference in the lives of children in care?
Yavapai CASA for Kids Foundation is proud to present the Champions
for Children Award at our Champions for Children: A Triple Crown Affair
gala on June 7th, 2025. This award honors individuals who have made an
extfraordinary impact on the lives of local foster youth through their
dedication, compassion, and unwavering support. Nominate a
Champion Today! @ Submit your nomination by April 25th using the form
below. Let’s recognize and celebrate those who make a difference!

\_

| . TO NOMINATE!

The Annual YCFKT Cala will be

dave held on
Ddle | June Tth, 2025. Look for more

details to come!



https://forms.gle/DmtUkCzjPZJi6t4V8

BestforBabies &>

Please join us Friday, April 4th

10 amto 12 pm
3298 N Bob Drive, Prescott Valley

The monthly Yavapai Best for Babies meeting brings together child welfare
professionals and community members to discuss what we can do to ensure best
outcomes for infants and toddlers in foster or kinship care.

Who Should Attend? Child Welfare Professionals * Foster Parents
and Kinship Families * Foster Parent Licensing and Training Personnel * CASAs *
DCS/DDD Supervisors and Caseworkers * Parent Aides * Visit Coaches * Court
Personnel * Attorneys * Guardians ad litem * Behavioral Health Professionals * Early
Care / Education Providers * Providers of Services to Families * Anyone who works with
or cares for young children

Ideas for future topics? Email meghan@pcaaz.org

Prevent Child Abuse Arizona | 928.445.5038 | pcaaz.org


mailto:meghan@pcaaz.org
http://pcaaz.org/

Believe In |

Explore the exciting world of Girl Scouting through our
four program pillars: STEM, Entrepreneurship, Outdoors,
and Life Skills! Here'’s what to expect:

A Experience the thrill of the rock climbing

Dance to the music with a DJ and enjoy
delicious offerings from local food trucks

Enjoy the bounce house, make new
friends, and more!

Sat. April 5, 2025 | 3:00-7:00PM

Frontier Days | World’s Oldest Rodeo
840 Rodeo Dr, Prescott, AZ 86305

To learn more, visit

girlscoutsaz.org/big-event girl scouts
Questions? arizona cactus-pine

Contact Customer Care at 602-452-7030




Nature Nihos
R 2024-2025 Schedule
T

Park Rangers and community partners will lead child-centered play events at a different
family friendly park and trail each month. At every Nature Nifios event there will be
take-home items, a healthy snack, creative nature activities, story time, and little fun
lessons on Appreciate AZ Leave No Trace and Healthy Choices. Nature Niifios events are
led by Park Rangers and community partner staff with a strong understanding of child
development and experience leading child-centered outdoor programs.

October 5th
Fain Park

10:00am - 12:00pm
One Saturday every month

November 2nd
Acker Park

December 7th
Santa Fe Station

Park

6751 E Santa Fe Loop
Prescott Valley, AZ 86314

2200 N. 5th Street
Prescott Valley, AZ 86314

421 S. Virginia Street
Prescott, AZ 86303

February 1st March 1st

January 4th
Watson Lake

. Upper Ramada
scott. AZ 86301 )\ 3101 Watson Lake Drive

* Prescott, AZ 86301
AN
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5 Gotdwater Lake Road
t , AZ 86303

August 2nd

West Granite Creek

Splash Pad
350 N. Montezuma Street
Prescott, AZ 86301

Antelopt€

6933 N. Cattletrack Road
Prescott Valley, AZ 86314

EE Cooperative Extension . ) 4 0)
| Yavagal County & a%?/,—'—"-q.
steptizkids RISV

NETWORK Girl Scouts.
ARIZONAS

cHiLDREN CitiesConnecting
ASSOCIATION ChildrentoNature

PRESCOTT

Pioneer Park

Brownlow Area
1195 Commerce Drive
Prescott, AZ 86305

June 7th
Granite Creek Park

554 6th Street
Prescott, AZ 86301

September 6th

Thumb Butte

Prescott National Forest
2285 W. Thumb Butte Road
Prescott, AZ 86305
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COMMUMNITY HEALTH SERVICES
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DEPENDENCY 101 CLASS -
SHARED PARENTING PANEL

Shared parenting refers to the collaboration between an out-of-home
caregiver, such as a foster parent or kinship, and the child's birth parent(s).
This relationship plays a crucial role in helping the child adjust to their new

environment and feel as comfortable as possible during their transition while
working to strengthen or maintain a relationship with their parent(s).

The Shared Parenting Panel will consist of foster or kinship placements along
with the parent(s) in a Q&A format sharing their experiences of
co-parenting while navigating through the dependency process.

Please join us:
April 10, 2025, 5:15pm to 6:45pm
Juvenile Justice Center
1100 Prescott Lakes Parkway
RSVP to Jen Bahr at 928-554-8903 or
JBahr@courts.az.gov by April 7, 2025
Training certificates provided to
placements who attend

| b- -
° ' Q Childcare will be provided by DCS If needed. '
i, lease indicate the number of children when you RSVP g




Yavapai Community
Register Now H U M AN
TRAFFICKING

Conference

WHEN: April 12, 2025
Check In 8:00 am
Event 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

WHERE: Prescott Resort - 1500 E. State Route 69, Prescott

COST: %75
$50 Early Bird (register by March 1st)

At this inaugural event, you will receive exclusive, in-depth,
eye-opening information from the experts.

A e B

Understand what Learn how to Discover
trafficking is and best protect ways you
what itis not our children can help

Mo one under age 13
All children must be accompanied with adult
May include sensitive information

Brought to you by:

REXMEDIA HU?;L!JS HE AREICLHAND
4‘1’0/9& @ = @ ﬁlm > v

Pur Soiad
1019 sElectrical . .  ARKMORY

In partnership with Prescott "J'n‘-lfi!',-' Palice Department, Yavapai County Sherift's Office, Yavapai F: Advocacy Center, and the Yavapai Justice an d Mental Health Coalition
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Please consider attending CASAs Connecting
Peer support group to help vou be successful on
vour case. Because the work of a CASA is
confidential, it is important to have a safe place to
talk about vyour case. ALL CASAs are highly
encouraged to attend a CASA support group. This
support group provides lively and informative
discussions. The attendees include a mix of
veteran and new CASAs and CASA staff. These
discussions can help you understand system
issues, procedures, identify needs and solve

unanswered questions. //
* Tele-CASA

~ (on-line)
\  4/24/25
([ X 9am-Tlam

The link for this
meeting vill be sent
out via email the
Tuesday before the
meeting.




CASA SAFE AZ

000000 00 0000000

TRAINING

As a CASA, understanding the
SAFE AZ Model equips you to:

e Communicate more effectively with DCS specialists.

e Advocate for appropriate safety plans and services
for children.

e Support family engagement efforts that can lead to
better outcomes for children.

APRIL 17, 2025

@ 9:00 am at the JJC in Prescott

@ 1:00 pm at the Camp Verde Courthouse

RSVP to: ehurtado@courts.az.gov (0] 3¢ 928-771-3165



FOR MORE INFO:HEIDI ACKZEN | 928-899-7754 | h.ackzen@polarahealth.com
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REGINA CALCATERRA

“Regina Calcaterra’s emotionally powerful memaoir
reveals how she endured a series of foster homes and
intermittent homelessness in the shadow of the
Hamptons, and how she rose above her past while
fighting to keep her brother and three sisters together.”

| IN THE CASA OFFICE N
| ORYOU CAN PICK UP AN AMAZON GIFT CARD FROM THE CASA OFFICE.
1 1\ TOCOVER THE COST OF A PAPERBACK COPY, DIGITALCOPY,OR .

e AUDIBLE COPY OF THE BOOK




VICTIM'S RIGHTS
Training

May I12th, 2025 9-10am

Juvenile Justice Center, Hearing Room

RSVP to Jessica Hines
jhines@courts.az.gov
or (928) 771-3165

The Wrapped in Love (WiL) Diaper Bank provides diapers and
supplies to struggling families across Yavapai County.
Diapers are given to families through their affiliation with a
service agency in the community. WiL promotes health and
wellness by providing Yavapai County participants with

. diapers, wipes and referrals to local services. The
- overarching goal of WL is to alleviate the cost of diapering
cﬁ? and strengthen access to resources for struggling families in

Yavapai County. The staff and volunteers at WiL coordinate
with community agencies and family programs to ensure
% ‘) that needy families have access to the resources available to
y assist them in raising healthy children.
Yavapai County CASA Volunteers can request diapers for
their foster or kinship families who are struggling to buy
diapers.
If you would like to order diapers for your CASA baby’s
& ' family, please contact your coordinator.



NORTHERN ARIZONA HOSPICE PRESENTS

Pathways

A Journey Through Grief

1875 MABERY RANCH RD, COTTONWOOD ¢

STARTS @3PM 5/30/25 | PICK UP 4PM 5/31/25
OPEN TO AGES 6-18

A CHILD'S JOURNEY THROUGH GRIEF
CHILDRENS BEREAVEMENT CAMP

. OVERNIGHT - FOR MORE INFORMATION,
~ CAMP! i CALL: ED GARDNER

(928) 639.6676
5/30-5/31
2025 TO APPLY, SCAN BELOW:
s mE
Northern Arizona — s
Hospice \
SCAN ME

WWW.CAMPPATHWAYS.COM
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TRAINING

YAVAPAI COUNTY

Brought to you by the Administrative Office of the Courts, Court Improvement
Program and the Superior Court of Yavapai County

DATE/LOCATION

NIINERG RO
TIME: 8:30 A.M. — 4:30 P.M.

WHO CAN ATTEND:
JUDGES, ATTORNEYS, CASAS AND OTHER
PROFESSIONALS INVOLVED IN THE

VENILE DEPENDENCY PR ESS’
s s S YAVAPAI COUNTY JUVENILE JUSTICE CENTER

1100 PRESCOTT LAKES PARKWAY
PRESCOTT, ARIZONA 86301

LEAD JUDICIAL FACULTY
HON. ANNA YOUNG

TOPICS

EFFECTS OF EARLY TRAUMA ON INFANTS AND TODDLERS
EVIDENTIARY RECORD

REPRESENTING CLIENTS IN RURAL AREAS

CASE LAW UPDATE

MUCH MORE
REGISTRATION
« No cost for registration or materials. If you can't remember your password please do
« Registration required for attendance. ~ Not create a new profile. Click on “forgot
- Beedliine = une 2 S0 s password” link at the log in screen to reset your

password. Click on the links below for step-

¢ To Register, click the Register button by-step instructional videos on

below:
e how to set up a new user account

REGISTER » reset a password

e retrieve a certificate or transcript.

CERTIFICATES OF ATTENDANCE WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PARTICIPANTS SEEKING CLE/COJET CREDIT.


https://azsc.server.tracorp.com/novusiii/application/login/?redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fazsc.server.tracorp.com%2Fnovusiii%2Fcontent%2Fregister%2Fclassroom%2F710
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Build a better you
at the Rec OUR AMENITIES

We know we're not the only gym in town, but we do know

we're the best! Your membership to the Cottonwood ‘, MU!UI'USE G.anﬂﬂ;um
Recreation Center will give you access te not only our fitness ".- Wﬂrfd‘ CI{HES F';tness cen ter

center, but various ather amenties you can’t get at any other

gym. v Climbing Rock Wall
ABOUT US v Indoor Pool & Hot Tub
Since ?:01'7,. we l'-..w-: :}Fﬂ:‘r ed Cottonwood and th:l: SUFToUN d:iw; v Aembi:‘:s Sfﬂﬂ'f-ﬂ

areas a high-guality facility to promote Recreation, Education,

and Community. Children and adults alike will all feel welcome "" Event Hﬂlli & Par—ty Rﬂam
when they visit the Cottonwaod Recraption Center R‘E‘ntﬂf ﬂppﬂ!’funfﬁes

v Game Room
Why join The Rec?

Contact Us
Being a part of the Cottonwood Recreation Center 5
is more than just being a part of a gym. (928 639-3300 o
It i also being a part of the community. crestafficottonwoodaz.gov
150 5. bth Street, Cottonwood, AZ 86326 rE'

Please contact Jen Bahr for information on |
to attend the Cottonwood Rec Center
jbahr@courts.az.gov



Free V| rtual

Tutoring and e
- Homework Tt

Help

« ASU students are offering free virtual tutoring M

and homework help for youth.

 Our tutors can help with math, science, -l' :I'
English, and many other subjects. 'j: F!L"d
e Sessions are completely free. -Ilj
« Tutors offer one-on-one sessions. EII e *{_#W
» We provide a judgment-free space to learn
Eincher Couau e bit.ly/asu_tutor

All tutors are background-checked.

Sessmns = 15,
offereddany | Schoolof

Criminology and
Criminal Justice

| Arizona State
_ University

o -jA_?DLith’jﬂétIce'L;jl; Program
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r O New Casesfiled

14 Children taken
into DCS custody

244 Total number of
children in DCS Care

)) 84 Number of CASAs

117 children with a CASA

| - II:I:: dv:hg:;;u 127


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070352297859
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070352297859

Contact Information

www.casaofyavapaicounty.org

' Prescott Office
(928) ZI-3165

Amber Martin, De
arti

Jessica Hines, Program Coor

email: jhines@courts.az.gov
J @ g e Hurtado, Admin Assistant |

Julie Daly, Program Coordinator I m hurtado@courts.az.gov

email: jdaly@courts.az.gov in Fernandez Ames, Support Staff

Brie Gallegos, Program Coordi il: rfernanzesames@courts.az.gov

email: bgallegos@courts.az. ewman (928) 771-3398

reatment Court Coordinator

Kathy McCormick, Mediator
email: knewman@courts.az.gov

Camp Verde Office

(928) 554-8900

Jen Bahr, Dependency Program Managerll | qura Gray, Admin Assistant |
email: jpahr@courts.azgov email: lagray@courts.az.gov

,’-’" U Wrdiri
SR



www.YavapaiCASAforKids.org
P.O. Box 28070 ¢ =i
Prescott Valley, AZ 36312
(928)445-0800

Ceg Byru-,
Luke Lewis,

Cheryl
Barbara

Questions about YC4KF?

email:

info@yavapaicasaforkids.org



